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��(For this brief study we will concern ourselves primarily with an exposition of Ephesians 1.) ��This is a question that has always been an intriguing one in light of the fact that there has been much controversy surrounding the subject. (Note the Augustinian/Pelagian and Calvinist/Arminian debates). It has been held by Calvinists that this doctrine should be treated carefully by those teaching it. It is somewhat of a "Cinderella" doctrine even by those who hold to the Calvinistic view. However, we see in Ephesians 1 that it caused Paul to sing the repeated refrain, "To the praise of His glory!" (Ephesians 1:6, 12, 14).


��THE DOCTRINE BRIEFLY STATED:��1. Everything that happens (both good and bad) comes under the sovereign decree of God and He ultimately works everything in fulfillment of His prupose. (Eph. 1:11).��2. We are not to imply from this that God is either the author of evil or the tempter of men to do evil. God is entirely righteous. However, even the evil free choices of men are subject to the decree of God and work in the ultimate fulfillment of His purpose and good pleasure.��3. The predestination of all things by God especially includes the salvation of men. (Eph. 1:4ff).��4. Those who will be saved were chosen by God. (Eph. 1:4).��5. Those called the "elect" were chosen before creation. (Eph. 1:4).��6. Those chosen by God were chosen soley according to His own good pleasure (i.e. because it pleased Him to do so). (Eph. 1:5).��7. God's choice of men has nothing to do with any merit He sees in them, but only because it pleased Him to do so. (Eph. 1:5; Romans 9:10ff).��8. To those God has chosen before the foundation of the world, He in time bestows the blessings of adoption, redemption, and forgiveness. (Eph. 1:5-7).��9. God's purpose in electing us is that we might be blameless and holy before Him. (Eph. 1:4).��10. God's ultimate purpose in election is that His glorious grace might be praised. (Eph. 1:6).�








IMPROPER IMPLICATIONS FROM THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION


��1. Some may infer that we have the right or power to discern who is elect and who is not elect. The truth however is that the only person's election we can be sure about is our own. (2 Peter 1:10. 1 Thess 1:4).��2. Some may infer that if God has already chosen whom He will save then evangelism is unnecessary. The truth however is that God has decreed not only whom He will save but also that they will be saved through evangelism. If the gospel is not preached, people will not hear, if people do not hear, they will not believe and be saved. (Romans 10:13-17).��3. Some may infer that if God has predestinated everything then how can He find fault in us? They say, "I'll do whatever I wish, because it was predestined in the first place." The truth is that God does indeed hold us accountable for our actions, and though all things work after the council of His will; yet we are responsible for our actions. Paul does not solve this dilemma for us, he simply asks us who we are to question God. (Romans 9:19).








�


WHY DID GOD REVEAL THE DOCTRINES OF PREDESTINATION AND ELECTION?


��1. So that we would marvel at the greatness and majesty of God.��2. So that we would see the greatness of our salvation (from everlasting to everlasting)! The doctrine of election was given to us to instill a great assurance that we are indeed saved.��3. So that we would recognize that our salvation is all of grace! The doctrine of election is given to us so that Jesus would get all glory for our salvation. As we depend upon His electing love and atoning death, we depend upon His continuing work to live the Christian life. ��4. So that we would praise and glorify God for His grace to us!





























�


PASSAGES WHERE THE CHURCH IS REFERRED TO AS "THE ELECT"


��Matthew 24:22, "And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect's sake those days will be shortened." ��Matthew 24:24, "For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect."��Matthew 24:31, "And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other."��Luke 18:7, "And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them?" ��Col. 3:12 "Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering;" ��2 Tim. 2:10, "Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory." ��Titus 1:1 "Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect and the acknowledgment of the truth which accords with godliness," ���


